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ABSTRAC'!' 

This report describes the attitudes of district 
school board members about the implementation of school reforms based 
on the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990 (KERA) . Information on 
attitudes toward KERA was gathered by a mail-out, 11-page 
questionnaire sent to a random sample of 600 local school board 
members. The questionnaire asked for the school board member's 
perceptions, opinions, and ideas about these issues: how schools have 
changed since KERA was introduced; the most positive results and the 
negative effects of KERA; reliable measures for school improvement; 
extent to which KERA-ini t iated programs are working; priorities for 
improving programs and practices; support of underlying beliefs; 
support for school reform; stress level of school personnel and 
students; reactions to frequently recorded statements about the 
effects of KERA; positions on academic expectations, assessment 
options, and accountability. Findings are reported on each of these 
focus issues. As a general evaluation, more than half of school board 
members surveyed believed that schools had changed for the better 
since KERA, and two out of three members said they would not want to 
return to pre-KERA schools. The most positive results of KERA 
included more financial support for schools, newer teaching and 
learning strategies, and more support for educational technology. The 
results are presented in 32 pages of tables. (NAV) 



Vc Vc * Vc Vc * Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc * A A * Vc A Vc Vc Vc * >’c iV iV Vc * * Vc * * * Vc * * Vc Vc Vt * Vc Vc >’c Vc iV Vc * Vc >V * V? * * ********** * * * * * * * * * * 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 

Vc * * Vc Vc Vc * Vc Vc Vc Vc * Vc * Vc Vc * Vc Vc Vc * * * Vc * Vc Vc * Vc Vc * * * * * Vc * * * Vc * * Vc Vc * * * Vc * * Vc Vc * * * Vc * * * Vc * * * * * * * Vc * * * 






0 £ m . ^ 

1 fe Q 'W 

r; 

rr £ °^ 

QC K /rj ^ 



. ( "a 




Cl'S 



•!^ 



<U; 



S3 

•»H 

u 

« s 

i •§ 

so 

i SQ 

Uk ^ 

o -O 

^ Q 

:S X5 

u c/:> 



»A 

C\ 

o\ 

1-H 

%4 

<U 

I 

u 

O 



5 



b 

I 

1 ^ 



LLI 

_1 

OQ 

< 

< 

> 

< 

> 

CL 

O 

O 

H- 

W 

LLI 

CQ 



C> 



t7/,6 \^6Z QH 





1 



u 

B 

O 

2 



o 



s 

o 

H 

d 

3 



c 

o 

u* 

c 

d 

o 

IX, 





0 


(Tv 

CO 

X 


d 


'T^ 


0 


<u 


d 

d 


CQ 


C/5 

d> 


Zd 


d 


Ui 

P-. 




cx 






u 

=J 



c 

oJ 



o 

’Td 



(U 



c 

(U 

’Td 
• ^ 

C/5 

y 

• «i*4 

H-; P-i 



(U 

CQ 

OJ 



JS 

u 

3 

XJ 

U 



,o 

CO 

X 

o 

CQ 



CO 

o 

o 

u 

d 

w 

c 

c? 

(U 

Ui 

0^ 

CQ 



(U 

u 



<u 

> 

"O *d 
c d 
o H 

X 

J=l [X] 

.y 

^ .2^ 
. x: 

u 

C w 

6 ^ 

.is ^ 72 

W 'd^ *C/3 

S a 

U ca c- 



JJ 

> 

CA> 

‘d 

o 



(U 

d 

bX) 

d 

<u 

hJ 



JD 

Ui 



VO 

lO 

CO 

\ 

cO 

o 

(N 

O 

I'i- 

■g 3 

d w 
O C 

QJ 

ca ^ 



(U 



^ *> 



CO d 

iO o 

^ l-J 



O 

u 

d 

w 

d 

^ g « 

bo a - 

•c o ^ 

^ 

<u d d 

.°c>5 d: 



w 

O 



M 

CX, 

N 



(U 



u d 

fli )-i 

.5 

Q 

■B ^ 

d *-• 

^ rt 1 



J5 

y 

d 

(U 

V5 

0^: 

d 

o 






(U 



J 3 

d 

w 

d 



o 

VO 

o 

hJ 3 

^ c 

c ^ 
6 

3 ^ 

2 4-> 

u !a 
^ S 

r-f IX 



C/5 

(U 

d 

0 

d 



*3 



C/5 

c2 



<u 

<u 

U4 



^ d 

^ s 



d 

<u 






u 

d 

w 

d 

d 

o 

ut 

to 

d 

> 



d 

d 



"b ^ (N rS 

pLj [— I U 



•s 

j3 

u 

<u 

u 



~0 

u> 

Q 

O £ 



c/5 

(U 

U 

t 

(U 

CO 

w 

d 

(U 

s 

& 

d 



(U 

4-» 

d) 

s 

*d 

Ph 



^3: 00 
U VO 



lO 

o 

U 

d 

w 

d 

d 

o 

4-1 

C/^ 

d 

• 

X 

<u 



\:'j 






d 

cx 

(U 

d 



<u 

u 

t 

<u 

CO 



£ 3 



^ d 

Oh (U 

72 

1^ y 
i 2 

Q > 



o 

X5 



d 

X 



CO 

(N 

(N 

O 

NT 

d 

w 

d 

Nil 



CX o 

Z •> 

- o 
*5^2 




d 

o 



S 

s i 



(U 

u 

d 

(U 

13 

ixi 

'u 



d> u r 
CO S U 



^1 

^ s 

V K 

Uh 

!ri 

Q 



Q 1 

> :§ 

3 cS 

>< rC 

W H 



<u 

00 
d VO 



(N 

Cn 

lO 

o 

u 

d 



d 

d) 

^ 

J 9 

CO 



60 

d 



O •>< 



fX 



X 

d> 

H-1 



O 

ERIC 



THE 

KENTUCKY 

INSTITUTE 



cc 

o 

u. 







s 

m 

X 



o 

09 



s 



o 

(O 

0 

> 

tf 

1 

(B 



3 

o 

E 

3 

(A 

c 

o 

O 

<D 



LI. 

Lil 

OC 




O 

UJ 

UJ 

O 




in 

o> 

o> 



0> Lil 

“-S 

iQ 

O IT 

E O 

o CD 

C J 

’ 5.0 
O O 
- X 

?2o 

c (0 

^ I 
£ < 
0)0 
•o O 

3 J 



o > V 

o £ £ 

£ C Q 
>. O “ 

5 8| 

<D 3 3 

0 •o 8 

1 UJ 8 

? S“1 

o '2 N 

0 S% 
>»2 b 
■o S c 

2 II 

01 B o. 

f ? 

|«c 

£ 



.s O X 
CB <0 U 

X9 O JS 

= O ^ 

I^J 

— o 2 
21 
So 



in 

o> 

o> 



o 

ja 

o 

u 

O 



0> 

£ 

H 



o 

ERIC 



c 



3 

o 



o 

< 



I ^ 

^ -g I 
O cf 
-Q o 



•«— c 
© CO 

2 -S-- 
.tr CQ o 



2.0 

— (0 

^8 

2^ 

c Q- 

0 *tr 

0 
J= 



8 ig 

•g:s 

0 C 
CO — 

a> . 
^ g 

o « 



•D 

c 

0 

c 

.2 

0 

‘o 

o 

0 

0 



0 

Xt 

E 

3 

C 

0 

‘S 

Ql 

0 

0 



< £ = ® 
0 m 



c 

c .2 

II 

2 i- 

In ® 

2 a> 
5 0 

$ Q. 

0 c 
= 0) 



•8 "O 
1 1 
m g* 

o| 

•^1 

0 0 

^ O) 

f o 

2 jn 

1 ® 

li 



c 

0 

0 



0 

t: 

o 

:t: 

0 

0 

,> 

Td 

V* 

O 

SI 

iS 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

$ 



0 



•D 

0 

*5 

•D 

C 

o 

o 

0 

0 

$ 



E 
0 
0 
0 
0 
tx: 

^ c 

3-2 



0 

0 

JC 

K 



0 © 
O 0 

^ ■*" 
.Sr O 

li- 

•D 

ii 

2 

S p 

P 

5)2 
•5 S 

ffl •§ 

m ® 
0 O 

© 

% >« 
o « 

<D JO 
$ 

•c ® 
£ Z 

<D O 

•1 o 

2 o 
c ® 
o E 

ffl ffl 

•iSl 

> o 

0 o 

li 

1 5 

o J2 

% i 

w E 



O 

ERIC 



most grateful to Nila Weddle, Executive Assistant of the Institute, who spent many hours entering and processing the 
data, creating the graphics for this report, and word processing the report document. 
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What are the priorities for improving reform programs and practices? 

To what extent do school board members support beliefs underlying KERA? 
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Key Findings of Schooi Board Members’ Survey 
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Problems created by testing, rewards and sanctions 

Problems caused by confusion over the role of the Board of Education and School Councils 
Divisiveness in hiring practices by School Councils 
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All children can learn and most at a high level (70% agree). 

More learning resources should be focused on students who are not learning to their ability or falling 
behind (65% agree). 
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School accountability of some type is critical to motivate teachers and students to do their best (89% 
agree). 
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Potential Testing Options for 1995-96 
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1 .2 Willingness to return schools to pre>KERA 
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1.3 Most Positive Results of Education Reform 

Question 1 6. lV/7af have been the most positive results effected by KERA in your schools? 

NOTE; Question 16 was an open-ended “write-in” question. Many school board members did not provide a 
written response. 
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1.4 Most Negative Effects of Education Reform 
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1 .5 Reliable Measures of School Improvement 

Question 3. Below are six ways to measure whether students are learning and schools are Improving. 

Please indicate your opinion on how reliable or unreliable you believe each one would be in 
determining how well students are learning and how much schools are improving. 

Table 1 .5 - The Reliability of Six Performance Measures 
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FIGURE 1.5 

MEASURES OF SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 
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2J1 Evaluation of KERA Initiatives 

2.1 Extent to which KERA initiatives are working 

Question 4 - Below are key programs introduced by KERA. Indicate your opinion on how each program is 
working in your iocal school system. 
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2.2 Reasons Why Programs Are Working 
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Priorities for Improvemen l 

3.1 Actions That Would Improve Programs, Teaching and Learning 

Question 8. The following items are often mentioned by Kentucky school administrators, teachers, and 

parents as areas of concern and, if addressed, would improve teaching and learning and make 
KERA programs work better. To what extent do you believe each item should be a priority for 
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Figure 3.1 

Priorities for Attention 
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Reducing the threat of sanctions for teachers 



4.0 Su pport fo r Education Reform 

4.1 Support for Beliefs Underlying KERA 
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C. More learning resources should be focused on students who are not learning to 

thslr abltltv or are faiilna behind. 
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E. In the primary schools, students should not be labeled as belonging to a specific 

nrade level. 
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F. It Is not enough to require that students show their knowledge of facts -- they 

must also demonstrate that they can apply what they know In real-life situations. 
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Figure 4.1 

Support for KERA Beliefs 
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4.2 Perceived Support for School Reform 
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SUPPOITIVE Q NEOTIAl Q MOT lUPPOITIVI 
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Figure 5.1 

PERCEIVED STRESS LEVEL 
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5.2 Effects Mentioned by School Administrators, Teachers and Parents 

Question 10. The following are statements about school reform that have been made by school 

administrators, teachers and parents. What are your feelings about these statements? 

Table 5.2 - Agreement/Disagreement on Effects Mentioned by School Administrators, Teachers and Parents 
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Figure 5.2 

School Board Members' Reactions 
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gjl School Board Members* Stance on As sessme nt and Accountability Issue s 
6.1 Issues Related to Academic Expectations 

Question 1 1 Kentucky’s Learning Goals and Academic Expectations define the learning targets for students 

and what is to be tested in KIRIS. Please indicate your level of agreement/disagreement with 
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Figure 6.1 

Academic Expectations 
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6.2 Issues Related to Assessment Options 
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Figure 6.2 

Assessment Options 
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6.3 Issues Related to Accountability Options 
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Figure 6.3 

Accountability Options 
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6.4 Issues Related to Potential Testing Options for 1995-96 

Question 1 5. Based on a recent study, the Legislative Oversight Committee of the Office of Education 
Accountability has recommended that the Department of Education take the time to make 
appropriate and wise adjustments to the assessment and accountability system. Would you 
agree or disagree with each of the following options for the statewide testing system in the 
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Figure 6.4 

Potential Testing Options 
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7.0 Information and Understanding about KERA 





Question 17. For what programs do you need more information? 

The following infomiatlon items were requested by three or more board members: 
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8.0 Demographics 

8.1 The Demographic Region to which you belong is: 
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8.4 Your sex is 
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8.8 Your income category 











